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Story Patterns in 
Greek Tragedy 


RICHMOND LATTIMORE 


‘Drama is shaped . . . by certain formal 
conditions or formal limitations .. . 
patterns of story as it were... . The 
story itself, as an ordered series of 
events, has its own rights.’ In his new 
book Professor Lattimore outlines 
certain types of drama, such as the 
foundling story, the revenge play, 

the sacrificial play, the story of the 
indestructible man, and illustrates 
them by reference to Greek tragedy 
and other kinds of fiction with which 
tragedy shares some of its narrative 
forms and rules. 
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